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In Memoriam
Elizabeth “Lib” MacGregor
Crooker Bates, 1919–2011
Elizabeth “Lib” MacGregor Crooker
Bates died on October 21, 2011, at
her home in Center Sandwich, New
Hampshire. She was 92. That year
she had been profiled as founder of
a group of retired hikers in the book,
Over the Hill Hikers (see review on
page 146), and she won L.L. Bean’s
2011 Outdoor Hero Award.
	She was born in Reading, Massachusetts, in 1919, the daughter of
Helen Emerson MacGregor and
Milton “Red Mac” MacGregor, the
first manager of the Appalachian
Mountain Club’s hut system, with
whom she and her brother Arthur
“Ski Wax” MacGregor spent childhood summers tramping the White
Lib Bates hiking in summer 2009.
Mountains of New Hampshire.
CONSTANCE EMERSON CROOKER
	She attended high school in
Needham, Massachusetts, and graduated in 1940 from Bates College in
Lewiston, Maine, along with the football team’s captain, Charlie Crooker,
who became her husband of more than 50 years. They graduated from Yale
Divinity School in 1943. He became a Congregational minister, and she worked
as a public school teacher in Holden and Great Barrington, Massachusetts.
On moving to Brockton, Massachusetts, she began a second career as a tax
preparer. During their retirement to a rustic farmhouse in Center Sandwich,
she continued to prepare taxes while Charlie continued as guest preacher at
churches throughout the region.
After Charlie’s death in 1994, she married Dr. Frank Bates of Center
Sandwich. He died in May 2011.
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	She played key roles in community organization: the Over the Hill
Hikers (sixteen years as Den Mother), the Sandwich Women’s Club (two
years as president), Ladies Aid (president and other offices), the Bates Class
of 1940 (president), the Sandwich Players (three years as business manager),
Sandwich’s Land Trust Committee that established the Bearcamp River Trail
(member), Caregivers (six years as board member), and also the Garden Club,
the Friends of the Library, and the Sandwich Historical Society. She sang
in the church choir and with the Sandwich Singers, and served on many
church committees.
	She frequently hiked, skied, and played tennis and bridge. She photographed everything and loved grubbing in her gardens. She cherished travel
and camping throughout the United States and Canada in her vintage
Chevy Van, first with Charlie and later with Frank, her co-explorers of
nature’s grandeur.
	She is survived by her four children, Carol Farnsworth of Venice, Florida;
Constance Crooker and Catherine Crooker of Portland, Oregon; and
Charles A. Crooker of Stoughton, Massachusetts. She is also survived by
three stepchildren and eleven grandchildren. A memorial service was held
November 5, 2011.
—Constance Emerson Crooker

Ann Dodge Middleton
Ann Dodge Middleton, a former United States Ski Team member and the
daughter of famed Appalachian Mountain Club huts manager Joe Dodge,
died on February 20, 2012, at Huggins Hospital in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire. She was 83 years old.
	She was born in Boston on November 12, 1928, the daughter of Joseph B.
Dodge and Cherstine P. Dodge. Ann was raised in Pinkham Notch, educated
in the Gorham schools, and she graduated from Saint Mary’s-in-the-Mountains School (now The White Mountain School) in Littleton.
Before she was married, she served as the hutmaster of the AMC Pinkham
Notch Visitor Center. She also worked as a ski instructor for the Hannes
Schneider Ski School at Cranmore Mountain, and in Bedford. She was
an avid skier and mountain climber who had climbed all her life in New
Hampshire and in the western United States, Canada, Europe, Mexico,
Ecuador, and Nepal. She was a life member of the Appalachian Mountain
Club and a member of the American Alpine Club.
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she had lived in Freedom since 1987 and owned a house on Port Hood
island, nova scotia.
she is survived by her husband, Jack B. Middleton; daughter, susan
Middleton Campbell; two sons, Jack B. Middleton, Jr., and Peter Middleton;
and four grandchildren. she is also survived by her brother, Joseph Brooks
Dodge, Jr., and his wife, Ann Dodge, of Jackson.
A memorial service took place March 17. Memorial donations may be
directed to the Mount Washington observatory.
—From published obituaries, AMC

A

George Hamilton
Former Appalachian Mountain Club huts manager George Hamilton died
on January 26 in Tilton, new Hampshire. He was 88 years old and had lived
in Concord. Hamilton took over from Joe Dodge in 1959 and served through
1966. Hamilton once guided supreme Court Justice William o. Douglas on
a hut-to-hut trip that was described in National Geographic in 1961.
Hamilton is credited for guiding the AMC through an upswing in hut
visits and overseeing, with Bruce sloat, the upgrading of those high-elevation
buildings.
A former new Hampshire Fish and Game officer, Hamilton was appointed
by then Governor Walter Peterson to become the director of state parks
following his AMC years. He later worked in banking.
—Tom Eastman
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“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber
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